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mental and spiritual environment, with which, at this
age, we should chiefly concern them. Why should we
ask young children to dwell upon a heartless murder ?
In present-day life we do all in our power to shield
them from such a contemplation, unless we set out
to vie with certain picture palaces. Why, also,
should we any longer continue to act upon the false
idea that it is necessary to drag young minds through
the misty atmosphere of what is frequently very
imperfect groping after God when we might at once
bring them into the clear light of His Truth ? The
contention that it is best to follow the line of develop-
ment of the race is proved by experience to be false.
After all, our children arc not young savages. As
these points will be more fully referred to in later
chapters they need not be further dwelt upon here ;
but it is at this juncture necessary to emphasise and
to make perfectly clear that the great question which
confronts any framer of a syllabus is : What is the
very best choice that can be made from the great
mass of subject matter at our disposal, as a means
of encouraging and strengthening in the children
that healthy, happy growth in the knowledge and
service of God and man, which we hope may always
supply the supreme power in life ? The question in
the first instance, therefore, is one of selection.

There is thus no other course open to those whose
duty it is to supervise this most vital part of education
than to see that there is placed in the hands of the
teachers such guidance as may indicate a true sense
of proportion in matters that are essential; that
may be as far as possible a safeguard against the
violation of sound religious and educational principles ;